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Disclaimer
This brochure provides information about sealing and destroying court records, vacating convictions, and deleting criminal history records. It is for informational purposes only and not for the purpose of providing legal advice. An attorney should be consulted to obtain legal advice regarding the subject matter described in this brochure.
Court Records
A court record includes documents, information, and exhibits that are maintained by the court in connection with judicial proceedings. If a defendant is convicted, the record contains a disposition order or judgment and sentence specifying the crime(s) committed and the punishment imposed. If a defendant is acquitted or the court determines charges should not go forward, the record shows the action has been dismissed.
Court records are maintained by the clerk of each court and are generally open to the public. Requests to access court records must be directed to the clerk or court administrator of the court where the case was filed.
Whether a court record may be sealed or a conviction vacated depends on the type of crime and the court where the conviction was obtained.
Sealing and Destroying
Current law does not allow for destroying criminal conviction court records for adults. Sealing may be permitted under General Rule 15.
Vacating Misdemeanors
Misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor convictions may be vacated after sentence completion and statutory waiting periods.
Vacating Tribal Fishing Convictions
Certain convictions related to treaty Indian fishing rights prior to January 1, 1975, may be vacated.
Vacating Prostitution Convictions
Certain prostitution convictions may be vacated if statutory requirements are met. 
Vacating Marijuana Convictions
Certain misdemeanor marijuana convictions may be vacated if statutory requirements are met.
Vacating Felonies
Some felony convictions may be vacated under RCW 9.94A.640 if statutory conditions are satisfied.
Effect of Vacating Conviction
When a conviction is vacated, the individual may state they were not convicted, although the record remains unless sealed.
Glossary
Conviction Record – Criminal history record information relating to an incident that has led to a conviction.
Deferred Sentence – A sentence postponed if conditions are met.
Delete – To eliminate existing information.
Seal – To prevent access to a record.
Vacate – To set aside a conviction.
Statutes, Rules, and Regulations
	Category
	Citation
	Description

	RCW
	9.96.060
	Misdemeanor offenses – vacating records

	RCW
	13.50.260
	Sealing juvenile records

	RCW
	10.97.060
	Deletion of criminal history records

	GR
	15
	Sealing and redaction of court records

	WAC
	446-16-025
	Deletion of arrest records


Resources
Washington Courts: https://www.courts.wa.gov/
Washington State Legislature RCW: https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/
Washington State Legislature WAC: https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/
Washington State Patrol: https://www.wsp.wa.gov/crime/criminal-history/
Washington State Bar Association: https://www.wsba.org/for-the-public/find-legal-help
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